
Seeking Neighborhood Volunteers/Collaborators 
Visual Anthropology Class  

Anthropology Department, Hamline University 
 
 
Greetings Hamline Midway Neighbor, 
 
For the past two years I have taught a visual anthropology class in my department at Hamline 
University—focusing on research methods, storytelling and representing through photography and 
video. Like most college classes, we read, watch films, and discuss in the classroom. Unlike most 
classes, however, it also requires students to do extensive fieldwork outside of class.  
 
This is where I hope you will come in. 
 
As both a neighbor and professor I am aware of the many misperceptions between Hamline 
undergraduates and neighbors. The first time I taught this class, I decided that the documentary 
assignments might be an opportunity for students and neighbors to interact in new ways—and to get 
students to think about the neighborhood in which they live. The result was a class-produced 
documentary that we screened at the Turf Club in the fall of 2012. (See: http://bit.ly/1ie2zq1) 
 
Last year the class had many more students who produced a handful of interesting mini-
documentaries about the neighborhood—from Little Free Libraries to Urban Chickens. 
Unfortunately one group did not finish their project and that has delayed a public screening. This 
year, however, I hope to repeat the successes of previous classes and then organize a showing for 
the projects from both years. 
 
I am looking for neighbors who are willing to be paired up with students to do short 
documentary exercises during the first half of the semester and/or final film projects during 
the last half. In some cases this might be documenting an everyday activity in your home or our 
community. In other cases it could involve conversations about various topics. The chosen activity 
depends on the creativity of those involved. Each assignment has slightly different basic goals. In 
every case, however, what is filmed is negotiated between students and their collaborators. In 
previous years, for example, students and neighbors have agreed to film the neighbor gardening, 
participating in a local meeting, going to the library, filling up their car at a local gas station, 
walking their dog, shoveling snow, cooking a meal, painting their house, or going to take the bus.  
 
I know that you are busy and I don't want to use any more time than you are willing to spend. 
The students are instructed to be respectful of your time and to give enough advance notice to 
schedule meetings. I do ask, however, that if you agree to work with a student(s) on a specific 
project that you do your best to keep your appointment.  
 
If you are interested in participating, please confirm by sending me a short email to my Hamline 
address at: ddavies@hamline.edu providing your name, email, and the best way to be contacted. If 
you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact me by email, or at my office at 651-523-
2832. Thank you very much for your consideration.  I hope to hear from you soon! 
 
David Davies 
Associate Professor of Anthropology & Hamline Midway Neighbor 


